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RATIONALE 

The theme I chose was habitats. Habitats are covered in the grade four science curriculum and it covers a wide range of topics such: 

 different habitats in the world, 

 food chains/webs, 

 animal adaptations, 

 migration and hibernation, 

 endangered and extinct animals, 

 habitat loss, 

 and habitat preservation. 

I chose to do this particular theme because during my internship I taught this unit and I tried using picture books and I had a hard time finding them. 

The only books I could find were informational which were beneficial when they were researching but not when I was trying to get them excited 

about the topic at hand. I resorted to using videos but there is just something about being read a fantasy picture book, at any age that is relaxing and 

enjoyable. I did get the opportunity to read a couple of fantasy picture books to my grade four class for other subjects and they just loved it. It got 

them excited about what we were going to learn! So I did my best to find fantasy picture books relating to the above topics. Informational books are 

always good when teaching students about habitats. They have the facts and the information that is necessary when discussing the characteristics of 

the different habitats. They are also good for teaching students about different text features such as maps, diagrams, graphs etc. There are so many 

informational books out there on habitats. I only picked the ones that appealed to me. A lot of informational books I was finding also come in a 

series. Informational books are what I primarily used during my internship. I was able to find a poetry book relating to habitats which surprised me. I 

think it is important to teach children about poetry and expose them to it young. They will become familiarized with it and it exposes them to a 

different style of writing that they maybe are not used too. I do not know very many children who would pick up a poetry book on their own, so it is 

up to us as teachers to expose them to it. 

I have created a four charts to organize my books. The first three charts correlate with the Saskatchewan Curriculum. Each of the three charts is 

designated an outcome. The books in each chart are clumped together based on topic. (ie. All books on migration can be found together.). My fourth 

chart is for the books with Canadian, Saskatchewan and First Nations authors/illustrators as well as the award winners.  
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BOOKS THAT SUPPORT A HABITAT THEME     

HC 4.1 – Investigate the interdependence of plants and animals, including humans, within habitats and communities. 

BOOK GENRE THEME/TOPIC SUMMARY POTENTIAL USES IN 

THE CLASSROOM 

GENERAL 

COMMENTS 

Introducing 

Habitats Series 

Antarctic 

Everglades 

Land 

Water 

Desert 

Grassland 

Rainforest 

Savanna 

Author: Bobbie 

Kalman (with 

various others) 

Publisher: Crabtree 

Publishing Co.  

 

Informational Various habitats 

of the world 

Each book discusses a different 

habitat and includes topics such 

as which plants and animals live 

there, the weather and animal 

adaptations 

These books would be 

perfect if students were 

researching a specific 

habitat 

Beautiful pictures 

Very precise and 

accurate illustrations 

Simple, straightforward 

text 

Books are leveled 

according to the 

publishers website but 

not sure with what 

system 

A Swim Through 

the Sea 

Author and 

Illustrator: Kristin 

Joy Pratt 

Publisher: Dawn 

Publications 

Copyright 1994 

Realistic 

fiction 

Ocean habitats  Would be helpful when 

doing a research project or 

diorama on the ocean 

Author was 16 when 

she wrote it 

Alphabet book 

Each page highlights a 

different species and 

includes a full colour 

illustration and a 

paragraph of facts 

Has larger text for 

young readers and 

smaller text for more 

advanced readers 

Good for helping 

students better 

understand marine life 
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Beautiful illustrations 

The Magic School 

Bus Hops Home 

Author: Patricia Relf 

Illustrator: Nancy 

Stevenson 

Publisher: Scholastic 

Inc.  

Copyright 1995 

 

Fantasy  Animal habitats When Wanda’s best friend, 

Bella the Bullfrog goes missing 

the class wants to help look for 

her. Ms. Frizzle says “the best 

way to find a frog is to be a 

frog!” So, the kids get on the 

Magic School Bus and shrink 

down to frog size. On their 

adventure to find Bella they 

learn all about animal habitats.   

Can be used a fun way to 

discuss animal habitats 

There isn’t full 

conversations on each 

page; just a comment or 

two which makes it 

seem less busy 

Additional activities for 

further learning can be 

found at the back 

 

Animals in the 

Outhouse 

Author: Anja 

Frohlick 

Illustrator: Gergely 

Kiss 

Publisher: Skyhorse 

Publishing Inc. 

Copyright 2010 

Fantasy  Animals that 

live in the forest 

A park ranger who is tired of 

stinky animal poop decides to 

install an outhouse so the 

animals can stop smelling up the 

forest. 

 

A fun book to introduce 

talking about the forest 

habitat and the animals in 

it 

There's a map of the 

forest with the animals 

located in their own 

habitats which can be 

used to discuss what 

animals live in the 

forest 

shows children it is 

never worth doing 

something you are 

uncomfortable with just 

for the sake of fitting in 

so could be connected 

to health 

Whose Tracks Are 

Those?: A Clue 

Book of Familiar 

Forest Animals 

Author: James Nail 

Illustrator: Hyla 

Skudder 

Publisher: Roberts 

Rinehart 

Copyright 1994 

Realistic 

fiction 

Forest animals The author of this picture book 

describes different animals 

living in the forest, what they eat 

and where they may live. You 

can see tracks in the forest and 

then it is asked "Who am I?" the 

answer is revealed by turning 

the page. 

Discussing forest animals 

Would also be helpful to a 

student who is researching 

the forest and/or building 

a diorama  

Nicely illustrated with 

high quality, colorful 

drawings 

The Beavers’ Big 

House= Lii Kastorr 

Fantasy Forest animals Two beavers, Baptiste and 

Betsy, live in the forest. As they 

Can use to discuss animals 

found in the forest 

Original paperback 

book is a CD with an 
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Leu Groos 

Maenzoon 

Author: J. D. Panas 

and Olive Whitford 

Illustrator: J. D. 

Panas 

Translator: Norman 

Fleury 

Publisher: Gabriel 

Dumont Institute 

Copyright 2004 

build their dam, other forest 

animals drop by and tell them 

not to work so hard. When a 

forest fire burns, the two beavers 

rally the other forest animals to 

battle the fire.  

Could also use to discuss 

the effect of natural 

disasters on animal 

habitats (HC 4.3) 

English and Michif 

narration of the text 

Really cute illustrations 

 

Slowly, Slowly, 

Slowly Said the 

Sloth 

Author and 

Illustrator: Eric 

Carle 

Publisher: Puffin 

Books 

Copyright 2002 

Fantasy Animals of the 

rainforest 

Challenged by the other jungle 

animals for its seemingly lazy 

ways, a sloth living in a tree 

explains the many advantages of 

his slow and peaceful existence 

Introducing the rainforest 

habitat and the animals in 

it 

Students could predict the 

sloth’s answer to each 

question 

 

Lots of repetition 

Easy book for students 

to read on their own 

Has an index of all the 

animals that can be 

found in the rainforest 

Has three parts to the 

story: the day in the life 

of a sloth, questions for 

the sloth from other 

rainforest animals and 

finally the sloth's 

answer.  

 

A is For Anaconda: 

A Rainforest 

Alphabet  

Author: Anthony D. 

Fredericks 

Illustrator: Laura 

Regan 

Publisher: Sleeping 

Bear Press 

Copyright 2009 

Realistic 

fiction 

Animals of the 

rainforest 

Explores the world's rainforest 

animals and explains how 

important their role is and 

showcases their exceptionalities.  

 

Introducing the animals of 

the rainforest 

Would be helpful to a 

student researching the 

rainforest 

gives an A-Z tour  

Plenty of information 

and realistic painted 

illustrations. 
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What If There 

Were No…(Series) 

Sea Otters? 

Bees?  

Gray Wolves? 

Lemmings? 

Author: Suzanne 

Slade 

Illustrator: Carol 

Schwartz  

Publisher: Capstone 

Copyright 2010  

Informational 

 

Food chains and 

webs 

Each book focuses on a different 

ecosystem (ei. sea otters – ocean 

, bees – grasslands, gray wolves 

– forest, lemmings – tundra) and 

what happens when you remove 

that specific animal  

 

Discussing what happens 

to a food chain when you 

take an animal out 

Have students make the 

food chain as you read 

Each book includes a 

clearly labeled, well-

illustrated food chain 

that shows the 

relationships between 

different plant and 

animal species 

extinct plants and 

animals are placed in 

silhouettes within many 

illustrations and these 

silhouettes grow in 

numbers as the books 

go on 

What Eats What In 

A…(Series) 

Desert? 

Author: Suzanne 

Slade 

Illustrator: Anne 

Wertheim 

Copyright 2010 

Rainforest? 

Author: Lisa 

Amstutz 

Illustrator: Anne 

Wertheim 

Ocean? 

Author: Suzanne 

Slade 

Illustrator: Zack 

McLaughlin 

Copyright 2010 

Forest? 

Author: Lisa 

Amstutz 

Informational Food chains and 

webs 

Each book focuses on a different 

habitat 

Demonstrates who eats what 

 

Introducing food chains 

Have students make the 

food chain as you read 

Very detailed pictures 

with small amounts of 

text on the pages 

Labels producers, 

consumers etc.  

Has fact bubbles 

throughout 

Includes an index 
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Illustrator: Zack 

McLaughlin 

Copyright 2012 

Publisher (for all): 

Picture Window 

Books 

 

What do you know 

about food chains 

and food webs? 

Author: Suzanne 

Slade 

Publisher: Rosen 

Publishing Group 

Copyright 2008 

Informational  Food chains and 

food webs 

Discusses the roles of 

herbivores, predators and 

scavengers 

Introducing food chains 

and food webs 

 

Uses a question and 

answer format 

 

Who Eats What?: 

Food Chains and 

Food Webs 

Author: Patricia 

Lauber 

Illustrator: Holly 

Keller 

Publisher: Harper 

Collins 

Copyright 1995 

Informational  Food chains and 

food webs 

Explains how every link in a 

food chain is important because 

each living think depends on 

others for survival. 

Discusses how important it is to 

not mess with the food chain 

 

 

Introducing food chains 

Have students make the 

food chain as you read 

Starts off with simple 

food chains but as the 

book goes on it moves 

into more complex ones 

and eventually gets to 

food webs 

Illustrations are well 

done 

Wolf Island  

Author and 

Illustrator: Celia 

Godkin 

Publisher: Fitzhenry 

& Whiteside 

Copyright 1989 

Historical 

fiction 

Food chains and 

food webs 

Shows the impact on deer, 

rabbit, owl, and fox populations 

when a family of wolves leaves 

an island, then how the 

ecosystem is restored when the 

wolves return. 

Can be used to discuss the 

impact removing an 

animal from the food 

chain can have on the rest 

of the populations 

Set on an island in 

Northern Ontario and is 

based on an actual 

event 

Beautiful illustrations 

A bit on the longer side 

A shorter version can 

be found in the grade 4 

Nelson Literacy kit 

readers which comes 

with a guided reading 

lesson to accompany it  
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Vulture View 
Author: April Pulley 

Sayre Illustrator: 

Steve Jenkins 

Published Henry 

Holt and Co. 

Copyright 2007 

Realistic 

fiction 

Food chains and 

food webs 

Teaches about the life and role 

of turkey vultures 

great title to use when are 

teaching about the role of 

scavengers 

An easier read so 

students could read it 

on their own 

Illustrations have an 

almost abstract feel and 

are full of texture 

Written in a style 

similar to poetry 

 An author's note at the 

end includes much 

more detail about the 

turkey vulture.  

Rhyming encourages 

prediction and 

interaction as the book 

is read 

 

Magic School Bus 

Gets Eaten  

Author: Patricia Relf 

Illustrator: Carolyn 

Bracken 

Publisher: Scholastic 

Inc.  

Copyright 1996 

Fantasy Food chains and 

food webs 

It's beach day, and the whole 

class is excited except for 

Arnold and Keesha. They forgot 

their reports on two beach things 

that go together. All Arnold and 

Keesha have is a tuna fish 

sandwich and some smelly 

green pond scum. What could 

those two things possibly have 

in common? "The best way to 

learn about something is to jump 

right in," Ms. Frizzle announces. 

A second later the bus dives 

right into the ocean to take the 

class on an adventure to learn 

about food chains.  

Discussing food chains 

and food webs 

Explain how something as 

small as pond scum can be 

related to tuna fish 

Covers all the basics of 

food chains and food 

webs 

Has an fast pace and 

corny jokes 

Text is quite long and 

there is generally a lot 

going on with each 

page 

Would keep kids 

attention 

The _____ Are 

Back (Series) 

Wolves 

Copyright 2008 

Realistic 

Fiction 

Food chains and 

food web 

Tells the story of the decline of 

the particular animal population 

including the effects on other 

species and the environment and 

Discusses the impact 

removing a species from a 

habitat can have 

Beautiful illustrations 

and poetry style writing 

in all three 
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Buffalo 

Copyright 2010 

Eagles 

Copyright 2013 

Author: Jean 

Craighead George 

Illustrator: Wendell 

Minor 

Publisher: Dutton 

Books for Young 

Readers 

how the balance was restored 

once the animals were 

reintroduced.  

Could be used with Wolf 

Island and a compare and 

contrast could be done 

The Wolves are Back a 

similar story line to 

Wolf Island but I found 

this one to be better 

Books are all American 

based 

 

The Magic School 

Bus: Food Chain 

Frenzy 

Author: Anne 

Capeci 

Illustrator: John 

Speirs 

Publisher: Scholastic 

Inc.  

Copyright 2003 

Fantasy  

*this book is 

a chapter 

book 

Food chains Arnold, the narrator, is telling 

the story of Ms. Frizzle's class 

going on a field trip to the 

science museum. Of course, Ms. 

Frizzle has something other than 

the science museum in mind in 

order to teach her students about 

the food chain. 

This would be a book I 

would keep in my 

classroom library for 

students who want to learn 

more about food chains on 

their own time. 

Chapter book 

Food Chain Series 

Tundra 

Coral Reef 

Seashore 

Australian 

Outback 

Savana 

Forest 

Desert 

Meadow 

Prairie 

Rainforest 

Wetland 

Author: Bobbie 

Kalman (and various 

others) 

Informational Food chains of 

various habitats 

Each book takes a close look at 

what food chains are as well as 

the food chains in a specific 

habitat and how human actions 

are affecting those food chains 

This series would be good 

for when students are 

researching specific 

habitats 

Large, full colour 

illustrations 

Clearly, labelled 

diagrams 

Each book is levelled 

but not sure with what 

system 
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Publisher: Crabtree 

Publishing Co.  

 

The Bulrush Helps 

the Pond = 

Otawask wicihtaw 

tawanipeyanik 

Author: Ken 

Carriere 

Publisher: Gabriel 

Dumont Institute 

Copyright 2002 

Realistic 

fiction 

Food chains Describes the bulrushes through 

the seasons and how the various 

animals, insects and birds rely 

on the bulrushes and ponds for 

survival. 

Students can make a food 

chain using the plants and 

animals  

Can discuss how thing 

would be different if the 

bulrushes were not there 

Written in Swampy 

Cree and English 

Shows how traditional 

First Nations 

knowledge is parallel to 

western science 

Hello Sky! 

Author: James 

Weseen 

Illustrator: Wendy 

Weseen 

Publisher: Wendy 

Weseen Publishing 

Copyright 2000 

Realistic 

fiction 

 A three-year-old child goes for a 

walk with her mother, father, 

grandma, and grandpa. The sky 

is blue, and the sun is shining. 

The trail beckons and there are 

birds and animals everywhere. 

The world is exciting and full of 

wonder. 

Can use this book to 

discuss the animals the 

boy encounters and have 

students make food chains 

with them 

Colour illustrations 

Aliens from Earth: 

When Animals and 

Plants Invade 

Other Ecosystems 

Author: Mary Batten 

Illustrator: Beverly 

Doyle 

Publisher: Peachtree 

Publishers 

Copyright 2003 

Informational  

 

Invasive plants 

and animals 

Discusses the ongoing problems 

caused by invasive plant and 

animal species providing 

numerous examples such as the 

deliberate introduction of rabbits 

to Australia by English settlers 

As a class you can discuss 

how in each case the 

balance of the local habitat 

is thrown off or destroyed 

Ca discuss 

environmentalism, 

preservation and 

conservation and relate it 

to their own community 

Can relate it to food chains 

and food webs 

Full colour illustrations 

which are acrylic 

paintings 

Includes maps that 

highlight the diversity 

of the world 

Maps also outline the 

global routes taken by 

animal and plant 

invaders 
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HC 4.2 – Analyze the structures and behaviours of plants and animals that enable them to exist in various habitats. 

BOOK GENRE THEME/TOPIC SUMMARY POTENTIAL USES 

IN THE 

CLASSROOM 

GENERAL 

COMMENTS 

What do you do 

with a tail like 

that? 

Author: Steve 

Jenkins 

Illustrator: Robin 

Page 

Publisher: Houghton 

Mifflin Co. 

Copyright 2003 

Informational Animal adaptations Explores the amazing things 

animals can do with their ears, 

eyes, mouths, noses, feet, and 

tails 

Can use to initiate a 

discussion on 

different animal 

adaptations (ie. Why 

do some animals 

have long noses 

while others have 

short) 

Could be used as a 

model text and 

students can create 

more pages using the 

same writing format 

Very interactive as it is 

a guessing book 

(readers are to guess 

which tail belongs 

with what animal)  

Beautifully illustrated  

with a lot of texture in 

the pictures  

Teaches unique facts 

about the animals and 

provides more 

information at the end 

Illustrations done in 

cut-paper collage 

May be a little easy for 

grade four but 

definitely a book that 

could keep them 

engaged it read aloud 

to the whole class 

Ducks Don’t Get 

Wet 

Author: Augusta 

Goldin 

Illustrator: Helen 

Davie 

Publisher: Harper 

Collins 

Copyright 1965 

Informational Duck adaptations In this book different species of 

ducks are introduced and it 

explains how ducks can spend 

all day in the water without 

getting wet. It also discusses 

how they eat, dive and their 

migration patterns 

This book could be 

given to a student 

who has taken a real 

interest in ducks 

Can also be used to 

discuss how they 

have adapted to 

living in the water 

and compare them to 

other birds who also 

live in the water 

Has nice pictures that 

go along with the text 

to explain how ducks 

stay dry 

Explores more than 

just one species of 

duck which is nice 

It covers migration as 

well so it fits even 

better with the 

outcome 
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Includes short 

experiments to 

showcase how oil and 

water don’t mix to 

mimic how ducks stay 

dry 

What would you do 

if you had______ 

(series) 

Animal Teeth? 

Copyright 2013 

Animal Hair? 

Copyright 2014 

Animal Feet? 

Copyright 2015 

An Animal Nose? 

Copyright 2016 

Animal Ears? 

Copyright 2016 

Animal Eyes? 

Due to be released 

Aug. 2017 

Author: Sandra 

Markle 

Illustrator: Howard 

McWilliam 

Publisher: Scholastic 

Inc.  

Fantasy Animal adaptations Each book takes you through 

what various animals use that 

specific body part for.  

As a class you can 

discuss why each 

animal has that 

specific body part 

and compare it to 

some of the animals 

in the book 

Students could chose 

a body part and 

research how 

different animals 

have adapted that 

body part and write a 

story similar to the 

one you read as a 

class 

Full of true facts 

Amount of words isn’t 

overwhelming 

Uses a combination of 

real photographs and 

illustrations 

 

Where the Wild 

Things Are 

Author and 

Illustrator: Maurice 

Sendak 

Publisher: Harper & 

Row 

Copyright 1963 

Fantasy Animal adaptations One night Max puts on his wolf 

suit and makes mischief of one 

kind and another, so his mother 

calls him 'Wild Thing' and sends 

him to bed without his supper. 

That night a forest begins to 

grow in Max's room and an 

ocean rushes by with a boat to 

take Max to the place where the 

See below Awesome illustrations 

Great text 

A classic!  
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wild things are. Max tames the 

wild things and crowns himself 

as their king, and then the wild 

rumpus begins. But when Max 

has sent the monsters to bed, and 

everything is quiet, he starts to 

feel lonely and realises it is time 

to sail home to the place where 

someone loves him best of all. 

How do Animals 

Adapt? 

Author: Bobbie 

Kalman and Niki 

Walker 

Publisher: Crabtree 

Publishing Co. 

Copyright 2000 

Informational Animal adaptations This resource book discusses 

why animals adapt, animals that 

can see using sounds, how 

animals use camouflage and 

mimicry to protect themselves 

and how wild animals have 

adapted to habitat loss and 

learned to live in cities 

Can use to discuss 

animal adaptations as 

well as habitat loss 

Could discuss what 

animals they see and 

how they adapt; even 

in the city! 

Full colour, real life 

photographs 

Short chapters 

Helpful table of 

contents 

Easy to read 

Clearly labelled 

diagrams 

Can also be used with 

outcome HC 4.3; 

specifically habitat 

loss 

A part of the Science 

of Living Things 

Series 

Unbeatable Beaks 

Author: Stephen 

Swinburne 

Illustrator: Joan 

Paley 

Publisher: Henry 

Holt and Co. 

Copyright 1999 

Poetry 

Informational 

Animal adaptations Introduces a variety of distinct 

bird beaks of all shapes, sizes 

and colours 

Students could create 

their own animal rap 

about different 

adaptations 

Perform the book as 

part of reader’s 

theatre 

Brainstorm a list of 

tasks that are 

performed by 

different beaks 

Cut paper illustrations 

Rhyming poetry text 

Match bird with its 

beak game at the end 

of the book 

Glossary of terms 

Slightly difficult to 

identity which bird the 

text is talking about 
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Amazing Animals 

(series) 

Claws and Jaws  

Copyright 1998 

Defenses 

Copyright 1997 

Eyes 

Copyright 1997 

Colours 

Copyright 1997 

Author: Rebecca 

Grambo 

Publisher: 

Kidsbooks 

Informational Animal adaptations Each of these books discusses an 

animal adaptation and shows 

how each animal does that 

adaptation differently 

Can compare and 

contrast animals  

Useful for students 

who are researching  

Also in the series are 

books on families and 

hunters 

Uses real life pictures 

Very informative 

Each book covers a 

wide range of animals; 

both land and sea 

Great Migration 

Author: Elizabeth 

Carney 

Publisher: National 

Geographic Society 

Copyright 2010 

Informational Migration Takes you through the migration 

patterns of various animals 

across the world 

 

Can be used to 

discuss migration 

Students would be 

able to read it on their 

own 

Could be used in a 

guided reading lesson 

to teach students 

about how to use 

maps, diagrams etc.  

Includes a map at the 

beginning and an 

index at the end 

Photographs are of the 

animals in their natural 

habitiat 

Each animal gets two, 

two page spreads 

which includes 

pictures, maps, and 

facts 

Home at Last: A 

Song of Migration 

Author: April Pulley 

Sayre 

Illustrator: Alix 

Berenzy 

Publisher: Henry 

Holt and Co.  

Copyright 1998 

Realistic 

fiction 

Migration Discusses the migration of a 

wide variety of animals from 

monarch butterflies to blue 

whales.  

Start a discussion 

about animals 

migration patterns 

Students could create 

a dance to the words 

in physical education 

Connects the 

beginning to the end 

by starting the book 

with a warbler 

migrating home and 

ends with the warbler 

arriving home 

Text flows like a song 

Each “stanza” with 

home at last 

Included at the end is a 

short, factual 
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description of each 

animal’s 

characteristics and 

migratory routes 

Going Home: The 

Mystery of Animal 

Migration 

Author: Marianne 

Berkes 

Illustrator: Jennifer 

DiRubbio 

Publisher: Dawn 

Publications 

Copyright 2010 

Informational Animal migration This book is about various 

animals that migrate and why 

they migrate 

It also discusses what the 

animals do before they migrate 

Students could 

brainstorm animals 

that migrate before 

you read 

Can be used to 

explain the complex 

process of migration 

to students 

Compare and contrast 

different animals and 

how they migrate 

Provides a rhyming 

verse for the animals 

At the end of the book 

there is a map which 

explains the animals 

migration routes 

Includes both land and 

sea animals 

At the back there is a 

paragraph on each 

animal as well as other 

books and websites to 

check out and lesson 

ideas to expand 

student’s knowledge 

The Little Red Bat 

Author: Carole 

Gerber 

Illustrator: Christina 

Wald 

Publisher: Sylvan 

Dell Publishing 

Copyright 2010 

Fantasy Hibernation/Migration 

of Red bats 

In this story the little red bat 

falls to the ground when the 

autumn leaf she’s clinging to is 

hit by a cold gust of wind. It 

must be time to migrate. But 

she’s not sure she wants to 

migrate. She meets a talkative 

squirrel who compliments her 

ability to camouflage herself in 

the forest. The little red bat 

meets many animals on the 

forest floor. They each give her 

advice on which animals she 

should avoid. Animals such as 

the owl, the raccoon, foxes and 

others that might make her their 

prey. Their own stories about 

what they’ll do that winter help 

Discuss red bats and 

how they are one of 

the few animals that 

can either migrate or 

hibernate during the 

winter 

 

Great illustrations that 

are painted in great 

detail especially in the 

bat 

Images are realistic 

Has a creative minds 

section which includes 

match the bat 

adaptation, bat fun 

facts, how animals 

deal with seasonal 

changes, red bats and 

seasonal changes, and 

the bat life cycle.  

Additional activities 

and interactive quizzes 

can be found on the 

publishers website 
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her to decide whether to 

migrate. 

Animals in Winter 

Author: Henrietta 

Bancroft 

Illustrator: Hellen 

Davie 

Publisher: Harper 

Collins 

Copyright 1996 

Informational Hibernation, 

migration and food 

storage 

Starts off talking about what 

happens in the fall: leaves fall, 

grass dies and animals start to 

get ready for winter 

The rest of the books explains 

the many ways animals have 

found to cope with the harsh 

weather in winter 

 

Discussing migration 

and hibernation of 

animals during the 

winter months 

Can also be used to 

discuss the topic of 

food storage  

Would be a good 

book to use as the 

focus of a mini unit 

on animals in winter 

Could discuss what 

we can do to help 

animals survive 

during the winter 

months  

Pretty simple read 

No real plot but very 

informative 

Illustrations really 

capture what winter is 

At the end there are a 

number of suggestions 

for supplementing 

animal diets during the 

winter 

Includes 

diagrams/maps of dens 

and length of 

hibernation 

 

 

 

Over and Under 

the Snow 

Author: Kate 

Messner 

Illustrator: 

Christopher Silas 

Neal 

Publisher: Chronicle 

Books 

Copyright 2011 

Realistic 

fiction 

Hibernation This story is about a child and 

their father who go cross 

country skiing. During their 

adventure they discover the 

wonders that are hidden under 

the snow  

Start a discussion on 

animals that hibernate 

Students could then 

look into more 

animals that hibernate 

that are not 

mentioned 

Pictures were cute 

Index of all the 

animals mentioned can 

be found at the back 

along with a 

description of what 

they do in the winter 
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HC 4.3 – Assess the effects of natural and human activities on habitats and communities, and propose actions to maintain or restore habitats. 

BOOK GENRE THEME/TOPIC SUMMARY POTENTIAL USES IN 

THE CLASSROOM 

GENERAL 

COMMENTS 

Madame de 

Toucainville’s 

Magnificent Hat 

Author and 

Illustrator: Sue 

Bland 

Publisher: Red Deer 

College Press 

Copyright 1994 

Fantasy Endangerment 

of animals 

Madame de Toucainville loves 

her bird-feather hats, but 

suddenly she learns of all the 

birds lost to supplying feathers 

for ladies' hats. Maybe if she 

can't have birds' feathers she can 

have the whole bird -- a whole, 

living, singing, ecologically 

fashionable wonder. 

Discuss the effects of 

humans on animals 

 

Animals in Danger 

in… 

Asia 

Australia 

South America 

North America 

Africa 

Europe 

Author: Louise and 

Richard Spilsbury 

Publisher: 

Heinemann Library 

Copyright 2013 

Informational Endangered 

animals 

This series introduces readers to 

different threatened and 

endangered animals in the 

different continents.  

have these books in the 

classroom for students to 

read on their own 

students could also use 

them when researching a 

specific habitat or even a 

specific animals 

could use one book in a 

series for guided reading 

and then students would be 

able to read the rest on their 

own 

 

Text is nice and large 

Students could read on 

their own 

Has maps, diagrams 

and real life pictures 

 

Ten Thousand, 

Eight Hundred and 

Twenty 

Endangered 

Species in the 

Animal Kingdom 

Author: Paul Rockett 

Illustrator: Mark 

Ruffle 

Publisher: Franklin 

Watts 

Informational Endangered 

species 

 

Discover new and exciting facts 

about animals 

Includes topics such as 

evolution, classification, 

endangered species, life cycles, 

habitats, migration, and 

hibernation 

Discuss the various topics 

listed to the left 

Student could use it for 

research 

Pages are very bright 

and vibrant 

There is a lot of 

information and facts 

Could be 

overwhelming to some 

students if they do not 

know how to use a text 

like this 
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Copyright 2014 

Endangered Bears 

Author: Bobbie 

Kalman 

Publisher: Crabtree 

Publishing Co.  

Copyright 2007 

Informational Endangered 

bears 

This book goes through what 

bears are, the different species 

and how they behave. It 

discusses how they are 

becoming endangered and what 

you can do to help the bears 

Would be useful to students 

who are researching an 

endangered animal 

Could also be used to 

introduced endangered 

animals as it goes over 

what endangerment is at the 

start 

Uses real life 

photographs of bears 

Is only the first of 

many books in the 

Earth’s Endangered 

Animals Series 

Includes a glossary 

and index 

Has been given a 

guided reading level of 

M but unsure of what 

system 

Text has bolded words 

and sub headings 

Font is smaller in some 

places but still 

readable 

Endangered Close-

up 

Author: Lorna 

Hendry 

Publisher: Wild Dog 

Publishing 

Copyright 2013 

Informational Endangered 

animals 

Takes you up close to some 

endangered animals 

Each animal is given a two page 

spread 

Can be used to further 

discussion on different 

endangered animals 

Students could also read 

this book on their own 

Pictures of the animals 

are really beautiful 

Font is very large and 

easy to read 

Discusses land and sea 

animals 

 

The Extinct 

Alphabet Book 

Author: Jerry 

Pallotta 

Illustrator: Ralph 

Masiello 

Publisher: 

Charlesbridge 

Publishing 

Copyright 1993 

Informational Extinct animals 

The alphabet 

There are more animals than just 

dinosaurs that have gone extinct. 

The author has found twenty-six 

of the coolest and extraordinary 

animals that once inhabited the 

Earth.  

Everyone knows that 

dinosaurs and dodo birds 

are extinct. This book can 

be used to show students 

some new and different 

animals that are also 

extinct. After discussing 

what extinct means, read 

this book together and 

discuss the animals 

Text combines 

scientific facts (ie. 

“Fossilization occurs 

when minerals replace 

what used to be the 

bones”) with silly 

wording (ie. “K is for 

Kaka…if we could go 

back in time and talk 

to this bird it would 

probably say I wish I 

had a different name”) 
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Illustrations are done 

in coloured oil paints 

and support the text 

very well 

Illustrator used very 

different colours 

The tone and 

information of the 

book would be beyond 

the comprehension 

skills of letter learners 

Pronunciations of 

words may prove to be 

difficult for some 

readers 

The Great Kapok 

Tree 

Author and 

Illustrator: Lynne 

Cherry 

Publisher: HMH 

Books for Young 

Readers 

Copyright 1990 

Traditional 

literature 

Realistic 

fiction 

Animals of the 

Amazon 

rainforest 

Preservation of 

the Amazon 

In the Amazon rain forest, a man 

has come to chop down a great 

Kapok tree. When he lies down 

to rest, the creatures that inhabit 

the tree and the surrounding 

forest come to whisper in his 

ear, each in its own fashion 

begging him to spare their 

home. Finally, a young child of 

the Yanomamo tribe whispers, 

"Senior, when you awake, 

please look upon us all with new 

eyes." And that is exactly what 

the man does.  

Discussing habitat loss 

Although it is not 

mentioned in the book, you 

could discuss why the man 

is cutting down the tree 

Have a discussion as to 

what they can do to save 

the Amazon 

Awesome artwork – 

Cherry actually went 

to the Amazon to 

before painting 

Included at the end is a 

map and labeled 

illustrations of a range 

of Amazon animals 

Illustrations are 

colourful and very 

educational  

 

 

Never Bug a Bear 

Author: Carol 

McTavish 

Illustrator: Linden 

Wentzloff 

Publisher: McTavish 

Publishing 

Copyright 2009 

Fantasy Preserving and 

protecting 

animal habitats 

A cute little bug named 

Humphrey is fist seen under a 

magnifying glass and as you go 

through the book, readers are 

asked to find Humphrey in 

various animal habitats based on 

clues he left under the glass.  

Can be used to discuss how 

the preservation and upkeep 

on a habitat is vital to its 

continued survival 

Teach students about giving 

animal space 

Very interactive as it is 

a search and find 

Highlights animals 

both land and sea 
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The Lorax 

Author and 

Illustrator: Dr. Seuss 

Publisher: Random 

House Books for 

Young Readers 

Copyright 1971 

Traditional 

literature 

Habitat 

preservation 

A story of a boy who's looking 

for answers. Living in a ruined 

town, he wants to know the 

story of the Lorax, so he goes to 

the Once-ler, an elderly 

inventor/manufacturer. The 

Once-ler tells the boy how the 

town came to be ruined, and 

most importantly, what he can 

do to turn things around. 

There are lots of ideas on 

how to use this book in the 

classroom on 

www.seussville.com   

A very versatile book 

that can be used across 

many different grades 

Bright, colourful 

illustrations 

 

The Elders Are 

Watching 

Author: David 

Bouchard 

Illustrator: Roy 

Henry Vickers 

Publisher: Raincoast 

Books 

Copyright 2003 

 

Traditional 

literature 

Respecting the 

environment 

A poem and paintings inspired 

by the stories and words of 

wisdom of the Elders. The poem 

conveys a message of concern 

from aboriginal leaders of the 

past and a plea for us to respect 

our environment. 

Discussing how we need to 

respect the environment 

 

He Who Flies by 

Night: The Story of 

Grey Owl 

Author Lori Punshon 

Illustrator: Mike 

Keepness 

Publisher: Your 

Nickel’s Worth 

Publishing 

Copyright 2006 

Traditional 

literature 

Respecting the 

environment 

The book begins with Grey Owl 

sitting in a school room and 

telling children his life story. He 

begins with his childhood in 

England and his longing to 

journey to Canada. When he 

finally reaches Canada, he 

marries an Ojibwa woman who 

gives him the name Grey Owl. 

Initially Grey Owl works as a 

trapper, but after "mothering" 

two orphan baby beavers, Grey 

Owl rejects the life of a trapper, 

focussing on the creation of 

animal sanctuaries. As his work 

with wild life progresses, the 

Canadian government makes a 

Can be used to start a 

discussion on conservation 

of animals 

Could read before going to 

an animal sanctuaries 

Illustrator layer grainy 

textures to create his 

pictures 

Illustrations mirror the 

text using two page 

spreads 

In each spread, the 

illustrator has placed 

an owl, adding a hide-

and-seek component to 

the book 

Text is unevenly 

distributed across 

pages 

Author uses a 

chronological 

http://www.seussville.com/
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film about his relationship with 

beavers. The book ends with 

Grey Owl saying goodbye to the 

school children he is visiting. 

approach to telling the 

story 

Book is based on the 

stories the author 

heard about her great-

grandfather, Grey Owl 
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BOOKS WITH CANADIAN/SASKATCHEWAN/FIRST NATIONS AUTHORS/ILLUSTRATIONS AND AWARD WINNERS 

 CANADIAN 

AUTHORS/ILLUSTRATORS/ 

CONTENT 

SASKATCHEWAN 

AUTHORS/ILLUSTRATORS 

FIRST NATIONS 

AUTHORS/ILLUSTRATORS/ 

CONTENT 

AWARDS 

WINNERS 

He Who Flies by 

Night: The Story of 

Grey Owl 

Author Lori Punshon 

Illustrator: Mike 

Keepness 

Publisher: Your 

Nickel’s Worth 

Publishing 

Copyright 2006 

Author is from Saskatchewan 

 

Illustrator is from 

Saskatchewan 

Author is from Regina.  

 

Illustrator is from Regina.  

Author hails from the Ojibwa 

(great grandfather married an 

Ojibwa woman).  

  

Illustrator is First Nations 

coming from the Saulteux and 

Plains Cree  

 

A Swim Through the 

Sea 

Author and Illustrator: 

Kristin Joy Pratt 

Publisher: Dawn 

Publications 

Copyright 1994 

   Outstanding Science 

Trade Book, 

Children's Book 

Council, 1995 

Learning Magazine 

Teacher's Choice 

Award, 1995 

Who Eats What?: 

Food Chains and 

Food Webs 

Author: Patricia 

Lauber 

Illustrator: Holly 

Keller 

Publisher: Harper 

Collins 

Copyright 1995 

   Outstanding Science 

Trade Book, 

Children's Book 

Council, 1996 

The Bulrush Helps 

the Pond = Otawask 

wicihtaw 

tawanipeyanik 

Author: Ken Carriere 

  Book comes with a Swampy 

Cree translation 
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Publisher: Gabriel 

Dumont Institute 

Copyright 2002 

Slowly, Slowly, 

Slowly Said the Sloth 

Author and Illustrator: 

Eric Carle 

Publisher: Puffin 

Books 

Copyright 2002 

   Notable Children’s 

Book, American 

Library Association, 

2003 

The Wolves are 

Back 

Author: Jean 

Craighead George 

Illustrator: Wendell 

Minor 

Publisher: Dutton 

Books for Young 

Readers 

Copyright 2008 

   USA National 

Council for Social 

Studies Notable 

Social Studies Book 

2009 

A is For Anaconda: 

A Rainforest 

Alphabet  

Author: Anthony D. 

Fredericks 

Illustrator: Laura 

Regan 

Publisher: Sleeping 

Bear Press 

Copyright 2009 

The illustrator was born in 

Vancouver B.C. 

   

The Beavers’ Big 

House= Lii Kastorr 

Leu Groos 

Maenzoon 

Author: J. D. Panas 

and Olive Whitford 

Illustrator: J. D. Panas 

  Book comes with a Michif 

translation as well as a 

recording of Norman Fleury 

reading the story in Michif 
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Translator: Norman 

Fleury 

Publisher: Gabriel 

Dumont Institute 

Copyright 2004 

Wolf Island  

Author and Illustrator: 

Celia Godkin 

Publisher: Fitzhenry 

& Whiteside 

Copyright 1989 

Author immigrated to Canada 

after receiving her Bachelors of 

zoology from London 

University. 

  Awards: Christie's 

Children's Book 

Award for 

illustration in 1989 

and was a 

Roundtable of 

Canada Information 

Book in 1990. 

Vulture View  

Author: April Pulley 

Sayre Illustrator: 

Steve Jenkins 

Published Henry Holt 

and Co. 

Copyright 2007 

   2008 Bank Street - 

Best Children's Book 

of the Year. 

2008 Theodor 

“Seuss” Geisel 

Honor Award given 

by the American 

Library Association 

Aliens from Earth: 

When Animals and 

Plants Invade Other 

Ecosystems 

Author: Mary Batten 

Illustrator: Beverly 

Doyle 

Publisher: Peachtree 

Publishers 

Copyright 2003 

   An Izzak Walton 

Leagure of American 

Conservation Book 

of the Year for 2006 

Hello Sky! 

Author: James 

Weseen 

Illustrator: Wendy 

Weseen 

Author is from Saskatchewan 

 

Illustrator are from 

Saskatchewan 

Author is from Saskatoon 

 

Illustrator are from Saskatoon 
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Publisher: Wendy 

Weseen Publishing 

Copyright 2000 

Where the Wild 

Things Are 

Author and Illustrator: 

Maurice Sendak 

Publisher: Harper & 

Row 

Copyright 1963 

   Caldecott Medal 

from the American 

Library Association 

as illustrator of "the 

most distinguished 

American picture 

book for children", 

1964 

Amazing Animals 

(series) 

Claws and Jaws  

Copyright 1998 

Defenses 

Copyright 1997 

Eyes 

Copyright 1997 

Colours 

Copyright 1997 

Author: Rebecca 

Grambo 

Publisher: Kidsbooks 

Author is from Saskatchewan Author is from Warman   

The Great Kapok 

Tree 

Author and Illustrator: 

Lynne Cherry 

Publisher: HMH 

Books for Young 

Readers 

Copyright 1990 

   New York State 

Reading 

Association’s 

Charlotte Award 

Winners, 1992 

NSTA-CBC 

Outstanding Science 

Trade Book for 

Children, 1991 

American 

Booksellers 

Association "Pick of 

the Lists" 1990 
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International 

Reading Association 

Teacher's Choice, 

1991 

NY State Reading 

Association’s 

Charlotte Award 

(winners selected by 

children), 1992 

Iowa Children’s 

Choice Award, 1994-

1995 

 

Madame de 

Toucainville’s 

Magnificent Hat 

Author and Illustrator: 

Sue Bland 

Publisher: Red Deer 

College Press 

Copyright 1994 

Author is from Saskatchewan Author is from Abernethy   

The Elders Are 

Watching 

Author: David 

Bouchard 

Illustrator: Roy Henry 

Vickers 

Publisher: Raincoast 

Books 

Copyright 2003 

 

Author is from Saskatchewan 

 

Illustrator is from British 

Columbia 

Author is from Gravelbourg Illustrator hails from three 

northwest coast First Nations; 

the Tsimshian, Haida and 

Heiltsuk  
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BEFORE/DURING/AFTER LEARNING EXPERIENCES FOR FIVE BOOKS 

Animals in Danger in North America by Louise and Richard Spilsbury 

 I would use this book (or any book from this series really) in a guided reading setting with a small group of students who are all at a similar 

reading level during Daily Five. The purpose would be to teach students about text features (ei. Maps, diagrams, graphs etc.) and how they 

can help us better understand. The groups could even chose which book from the series they would like to read since they are all identical. 

We would have already discussed what it means to be endangered in a previous science class.   

 Before 

o Before reading this book, I would just have a discussion with the students about the cover. I would ask them what they think this book 

is about, what they think they are going to learn etc. 

o Afterwards, I would have students go through the book and touch each page but not necessarily read it. I would want them to get an 

idea of what we are about to read. After they do this we would revisit what we think this book is about.    

 During 

o I would have students take turns reading the pages 

o As we are reading I would ask students to make predictions and connections to what we are reading.  

o As we come to the first page with maps, diagrams or graphs I would first ask the students what they think about them and how they 

can help us when reading 

o Together, we would discuss their answers and then continue reading 

o Each time we encounter a map, diagram or graph I would ask students to tell me what we are learning from it 

 After 

o After reading, I would have a couple questions for students to complete regarding text features and if they finish those they could read 

another book from the series with a partner and fill out the attached worksheet or one that is similar 

o Once I have had a chance to do this with all students, I would make these books easily available for students to read in their spare 

time.  

Endangered Close-Up by Lorna Hendry 

I would use this book in a whole class setting to introduce students to a collection of endangered animals 

 Before 

o Before reading this book, I would ask this class what they think the word endangered means. We would brainstorm what it means as a 

class before reading a paragraph or watching video on what the word endangered means 

 During 

o I would read the book to the students 
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o For this book, I just want them to relax, sit quietly and listen. If I had a carpet, we would read it there or I would have them all go to a 

place on the floor so all my students would be able to see the pictures of the animals.  

 After 

o After reading, we would make a chart as a whole class. I would read each page again and we would fill the chart in. the chart would 

have topics such as name of animal, type of animal, why are they endangered and how are we helping them.  

o Once the chart is complete, students could pick one of the animals and make a poster to help raise awareness for this endangered 

animal 

The Little Red Bat by Carole Gerber 

I would read this book to the whole class to discuss how red bats can either migrate or hibernate as well as work on predicting skills. Students would 

already be familiar with what hibernation and migration mean and know at least one example of each.   

 Before 

o As the teacher pick four animals whose stories you could ask the following question after…do you think the little red bat will migrate 

and why?  

o We would review the terms migration and hibernation as well as examples of each. This could be a whole class discussion. 

o Hand out a piece of paper to each student. Have them split it into four sections or use the worksheet included.  

o I would then show the students the cover of the book and ask them what they think The Little Red Bat is going to be about. This could 

be a turn and talk with their neighbour before sharing with the whole class 

 During 

o Throughout the story the little red bat meets many animals that share what they are going to do for the winter. After the animals you 

picked earlier, ask the students the question do you think the little red bat will migrate and why? 

o After each animal have students record their answer in one of the four squares  

 After 

o After reading the book have students write whether or not the little red bat migrated on the back and why she chose that way. 

o Have students shared their answers with the class 

o Students can hand in their prediction sheet 

Wolf Island by Celia Godkin 

Students would have knowledge producers and consumers and know where they belong on a food chain and food web. Students would have had 

practice making food chains and food webs on their own using their own animals they came up with. If you have access to the Nelson Reader, I 

recommend reading that as it is shorter and is at grade four reading level. However, reading the actual picture book would be just fine. The purpose 

of reading this book is to see if students understand the concept of food chains and food webs and if they are able to make one based on a story rather 

than just making it up as well as make them think about what happens when you remove an animal from the food chain 
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 Before 

o Review food chains and food webs 

o Tell students that you are going to read Wolf Island and ask them what they think it will be about 

 During 

o In the first few pages, ask students if they can identify the habitat this book is set in 

o As you are reading the story ask students if they recognize any animals 

o When you get to the point where the wolves leave, stop and ask students what they think will happen 

o Have them write their answer on a sticky note and place it on the board. Once all students have done so read out the answers and then 

continue with the story 

 After 

o As a class brainstorm the animals they saw in the story 

o Using the animals, ask students to make a food chain and a food web using the animals 

o Once they finish that, students can answer the following questions…explain what happened to the island when the wolves left? Why 

do you think this happened? 

Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 

Students would already know what an animal adaptation is.  

 Before 

o Review what an adaptation is and go over examples 

o Tell students to look carefully at the Wild Thing’s and to look and see if they can find any adaptations 

o Give students a piece of paper and tell them they can write down any that they see but they don’t have too 

 During 

o Bring attention to different animals in the book that have adaptations; ask students if they see any animals 

o Do not give them the answer 

 After 

o Examine each Wild Thing’s physical characteristics and identify the various attributes that make each Wild Thing unique.  

o Challenge students to think about how these specific animal adaptations can help each Wild Thing live and help them live in their 

special environment. For example, one of the Wilf Things has webbed feet and there is a body of water in the habitat. How might the 

webbed feet help this Wild Thing?  

o Students could then design a new habitat and create an original Wild Thing with adaptations for that environment 
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RESOURCES TO ACCOMPANY STRATEGIES 

The Little Red Bat Prediction Worksheet 
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Animals in Danger in North America Worksheet 

 

 

 


